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such a corrupt police force or wicked persons? In the swaraj of
our conception, the British who will have stayed on will be people's
servants and remain as our brothers. We shall not be able then
to burden them with the responsibility of protecting the innocent.
Who then will keep the wicked under control ?
Even a moment's reflection will make it clear to us that we
cannot win swaraj so long as we are unable to influence the police
and those whom we describe as bad characters. The Government
is able to rule by keeping them under check. We shall be able
to run the Government by winning them over through love or by
becoming even more cruel and wicked than they are. The third
alternative is to rule by punishing them. We do not have the
strength to do this even if we wish to do it. This means that either
we should wait for 200 to 400 years till we have acquired such
strength and then think of swaraj, or win them over today through
love.
The very existence of this class is a sign of the prevalence of
adharma and wickedness. We shall not win swaraj by adding to
the sum total of this wickedness. We can enjoy peace in the
country only by conquering adharma through dharma. We tolerate
the British Government for this very reason, that it protects the
weaker section of the people by keeping this class of wicked persons
generally under check. But the reason I oppose it is that, while
offering such protection, the price that it exacts from the public
is so heavy that it has itself become a rule of the wicked. In
other words, as the price of such protection we have to sacrifice
our self-respect. If, in order to deliver ourselves from such tyran-
ny, we seek the help of the bad characters, we shall be in a sorry
plight indeed. The result will be the same if we estrange them
either. We should, without flattering them, win them over with
love and stop being afraid of them. In other words, we should
make them see their dharma. If some among them see it, others
will soon learn from their example. The same principle applies
to the police. Why should we fear the police? Even if they
come wearing white caps, why should they be able to deceive
anyone? If we are good, the whole world is good. Why should
we be such cowards that we may be deceived? Supposing a police-
man, dressed in khadi, cruelly beats up someone. Why should we
get excited in consequence? We should plead with him. If he
does not listen, we should give up the effort and, if we have the
necessary strength, lay down our lives while trying to stop him
in his evil course. If we do this, we shall have given proof of
our courage. The police will certainly improve when they see this